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in imaginative play and talking freely.

Adults could provide an assortment of all kinds of objects from a kitchen - pots, pans, a
water supply, large and small kitchen utensils etc.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

The Mathematical Journey

Counting:
saying one number for each object (e.g. when voluntarily counting the number of

pots/dishes filled with mud!)

remembering the pattern of the number sequence

understanding cardinality i.e. that the last number gives the total

beginning to use counting to solve practical problems e.g. sharing out pots amongst the

group
Same and different:



describing the utensils and what they are doing using the language of comparison e.g.
bigger, smaller, taller, longer, shorter, wider, narrower...

Shape, space and measure:
using everyday words and mathematical words to describe utensils or what they have

made e.g. “l want a round jar!”
using everyday words to describe position e.g. “The pot's behind all the spoons!”
using everyday words to describe capacity and ordering items according to capacity
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