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Children often enjoy putting objects into different containers such as buckets, bowls, trays
and baskets.

Adults could provide an assortment of balances which might have tubs, buckets, pans...
You can even use coat hangers.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

The Mathematical Journey

Number:
counting and cardinality - progressing from knowing some number words to saying one

number for each object, then knowing the number of the whole group
counting an irregular arrangement of objects
finding the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them

relative number size - comparing numbers



part-whole numbers - noticing numbers within numbers
selecting the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 objects

beginning to use the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting

Same and different:
developing language to compare and contrast e.g. more, fewer, heavier, lighter...

ordering according to a rule e.g. heaviest to lightest, tallest to shortest...

Size and measures:
comparing weights using non-standard measures
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