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Owl's Packing List
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Counting reliably
Understanding numerals and solving problems
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Children often enjdy activities which involve counting and packing, as well as helping
those who are less experienced than themselves.

Adults could include a range of numbers and make selected mistakes to see if children
can demonstrate and explain solutions.

The Activity

This is a problem-solving story for an adult with a large or small group of children. Owl
has a pictorial packing list with the numbers of various things he needs to take away
with him on a visit to his aunty for a few days. He has got lots of all the things, but he
needs help reading the numbers on his list and counting the right amounts into his
travel bag. He keeps making mistakes which he needs help to sort out.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
How many things can you see?
Roughly how many do you think there are?

The Mathematical Journey

Counting and cardinality:
remembering the word-number sequence

saying one number for each object

understanding cardinality i.e. that the 'stopping number' gives the right amount when
counting out a number from a larger group

counting in a different order to check



Knowing number values:
making reasonable estimates
subitising or knowing how many there are without counting e.g. recognising a dice
pattern

Matching numerals and amounts:
using a number line independently to find a numeral illustrated with a number of things

reading numerals with the purpose of seeing how many things there should be
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