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Children often enjoy guessing, "How many are in the jar?" and then counting to see who is
right. They get excited by big numbers!

Adults could provide a clear plastic jar with a number of things in it and change these
daily. Filling a big jar with really small things will give children the experience of what large
numbers look like.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing

What do you notice?

How many can you see?

How do these pine cones compare with yesterday's beads?

The Mathematical Journey

Counting and cardinality:
estimating amounts as numbers

counting amounts above 10



comparing numbers, more/less/fewer
ordering numbers

comparing amounts to a range of numbers, e.g. 15 to 20 or 25 to 30

Matching numerals and amounts:
writing and reading numerals as estimates

Measures:
using language: bigger, smaller, full, fuller, empty, emptier

predicting and explaining that the smaller the object the less space they take up - "The
little bears are smaller so it will be a big number"

generalising - "If you have little things you get more"
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