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Experiencing and talking about position and direction
Interpreting and representing spatial relations with 2D plans, pictures and symbols

Children often enjoy following familiar and new routes, finding locations and making maps.

Adults could provide maps to follow and map-making materials such as large or long
pieces of paper, clipboards and pens.

The Activity

Take the children on a walk in the local environment. Together, note landmarks to help
to remember the route and take photos. Afterwards, invite the children to recall the
route (the sequence of landmarks and turnings) and together make a simple map with
photographs. Invite children to repeat the route following the map.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing

When walking and recalling the route, use position words (e.g. next to, between, in
front of, opposite), directions (across, left, right) and sequencing words (e.g. before,
after, next). What did we see after we went across the road?

The Mathematical Journey

Shape, space and position:
recalling, visualising and predicting simple routes
understanding and using positional language e.g. next to, between, opposite; relative
terms e.g. in front of, behind; and directional language e.g. across, through, left, right
Measures:



sequencing and using time words, e.qg. first, next, then, before, after
comparing distances, using comparative language, e.g. nearer, further

counting steps to measure distances between things

Download a PDF of this resource.
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https://youtu.be/pLSbc0e8HLk
https://youtu.be/0HWdU2meDCk
https://youtu.be/JFGysLNuba0
https://youtu.be/rCkkgTSAA5U
https://youtu.be/zXXjIZBgBIU
https://youtu.be/PA2Si4REwws
https://nrich.maths.org/early-years

