Copyright © University of Cambridge. All rights reserved.

NRICH

A = e v/ i
Children often enjoy putting 'like' things together, when putting things away and gathering
them together.

Adults could have lots of boxes (or trays), perhaps 'shoe-box' style, available for children

to use as well as large groups of small items like zoo/farm animals, train set carriages or
any similarly shaped items.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

The Mathematical Journey

Properties of shapes:
choosing particular trays/boxes for particular objects having analysed the properties of
the shapes involved

Same and different:
grouping according to a rule, e.g. "These are good for our artwork when we need to stick
bits onto card"

Counting and cardinality:
noticing that amounts increase as more are gathered together



counting and cardinality - progressing from knowing some number words to saying one
number for each object, then knowing the number of the whole group

relative number size - comparing numbers

part-whole numbers - noticing numbers within numbers, for subgroups within collections
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